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August 3, 2010

Volume # 24
Final Phase III Special Assessments Due

Dear Neighbors:

In the next few days you will be receiving an invoice for the special assessment for Phase III of our Long-term Plan.  This is the third and final assessment associated with our Long-term Plan initiated in 2008 to accomplish needed repairs and improvements to the Neighborhood's facilities and grounds. In the first year of the Plan we repaired the gate, initiated landscaping restoration work and made initial repairs to the streets. In the second year we resurfaced our streets, began needed repairs to the perimeter wall and continued restoring and upgrading our landscaping.  

As discussed at the Annual Meeting, this year we are pursuing completion of the remaining repairs needed to the perimeter wall and completion of restoration of the landscaping. This year's plan also includes funds for rewiring the wiring and breaker box circuitry that controls our entrance lighting, sprinkler well pump and gates. In addition, we plan to extend wiring to the west side of the entrance to provide power for maintenance and Christmas lighting.  
 

The Board has continued to work to minimize the costs for these projects as much as possible in order to keep the associated special assessments to a minimum. When we first detailed the Plan to you in 2008, we estimated that the Phase III assessment would run approximately $550. The Board has worked to reduce the funds required for this year's projects in order to reduce the assessment during these challenging economic times through continued competitive bidding and volunteer projects. In addition the original concept of constructing a small pavilion for picnics and social/family gatherings has been dropped. 

Unfortunately we have also incurred significant additional expenses this year to fill and repair a large sink hole that developed near the north drainage retention pond as well as additional expenses for a major repair of our sprinkler system and costs for plowing the streets after the snow storms this past winter.
 
This year's special assessment for the Phase III projects is $350.  Invoices for the 2010 Phase III Assessment will be mailed shortly.  This will be the last special assessment under the Long-Term Plan. As I have related to you before, the Long Term Plan represents an investment in our properties and our community. The repairs and improvements we are pursuing are necessary and will help maintain the value and appearance of our homes and neighborhood. The Association had developed and pursued the Long-term Plan with the goal of completing all projects in the three year Plan time frame and we are on track to do so. Thanks for your support. As always, if you have any questions please feel free to call me or any other member of the Board. 
 
Roger Williams 
for the Board

Rezoning Project Round Two
As you may be aware  Fincher and Hamilton (a.k.a. The Winchester Group) are pursuing another rezoning effort on the tract of land directly across from the neighborhood, bordered by Thornbrooke Boulevard, Bryant and 33rd Street. This is their second effort in as many years. They are seeking to rezone an 11 acre portion of this tract from single family to suburban office (D.O.) 
Winchester withdrew their last application two years ago due to concerted opposition from the three Thornbrooke neighborhoods. This latest application appears to have been modified somewhat to relocate the proposed initial office park further down Bryant from Thornbrooke Village than proposed in the last rezoning effort. 
Although our neighborhood is the closest of the three Thornbrooke neighborhoods to the proposed development, the HOA was not notified.  We were able to obtain a copy from our neighbors in the other Thornbrooke neighborhoods.  In the last effort two years ago, the applicant was instructed to provide a detailed plan describing their intentions for full development of the entire tract in any future rezoning effort.  

Details of Winchester's application that the Board has been able to obtain through the Planning Commission to date do not appear to include a full development plan and consequently raise more questions and concerns about the potential impact on our neighborhood than they have provided.  Unfortunately the Winchester Group has not reached out to any of the Thornbrooke neighborhoods to attempt to provide more information or answer any questions or concerns about this latest application.
Our primary concerns remain in preserving the single family zoning buffer on the other side of Thornbrooke Boulevard and ensuring the appropriate type of development on the rest of the tract.  We are not opposed to office development at an appropriate location on the larger tract.  The Board is reviewing this situation together with the other Thornbrooke HOA's. We will let you know what we recommend regarding support or opposition to this rezoning application shortly. We plan to attend the initial hearing with the Edmond Planning Commission this Tuesday at 5:30. If you have any questions on this rezoning application or the Board's effort to protect the neighborhood interests in this action please, feel free to contact me or Board Member Steve Cole. 
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Please Park Politely - And Keep Your Garages Closed & Doors Locked
Summer is time for pool parties, sleep-overs and cook outs with friends.  So a quick reminder on the “No Street Parking” provision in our Neighborhood.

The Thornbrooke Village covenants state that parking any vehicles on public streets is prohibited.  If the Board receives a complaint about street parking, the following action will be taken:

· A board member will contact the owner and request the vehicle be moved.

· If the vehicle continues to be parked on the street, a certified letter will be sent to the homeowner by Neighborhood Services Corporation (the firm that handles our dues, letters and billing.)

· Finally, the car will be towed at the owner’s expense.

We aren’t worried about having an occasional party or celebration, but chronic, continuous street parking (especially overnight) is a no-no. Please help keep our neighborhood safe for everyone by parking in your driveways and garages.  Also, tell your family and friends about these policies too!

And while we’re on the subject of safety, there has been an incident this summer where several unknown men were seen in our neighborhood looking in garages, peering in windows and generally acting suspicious.  (Apparently not criminal masterminds.)  The police were called and the men were questioned.  The police believe they might have been casing our neighborhood. They had out-of-state driver’s licenses and clearly had no legitimate business in Thornbrooke Village.

Our neighborhood is safe, but it is not Fort Knox. (Remember my lifted laundry from last year?!) Please do your part by keeping your garage doors down and your doors and windows locked.  Stop your mail and papers if you are leaving town.  Don’t leave packages on the porch any longer than necessary. And if you see any unusual or suspicious behavior, don’t hesitate to call the police!  

And more than anything else look out for your neighbors!
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Keys Found @ Thornbrooke Boulevard and Bryant





One of our neighbors found a set of keys recently in the median at the corner of Thornbrooke and Bryant.  The set includes keys for a Toyota and several that look like house keys.  There is a charm on the key chain that says "Leslie" 9-16-91.


 


These keys could be from the lawn people who maintain our area or someone dropped them while walking.  If you know to whom these might belong, call Janet Pyle at 473-3478.  Thanks!
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School Starts Thursday, August 19!








